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The Charity Golf Scramble and Dinner spon-
sored by Firstronic at Timber Ridge Golf 
Course in East Lansing on July 20th raised 
$10,000 for the Children’s Tumor Foundation 
(www.ctf.org). There were over 30 suppliers 
supporting through sponsorships, 90 golfers 
and 120 people attending the dinner after 
the Golf Scramble.  

On Aug. 12th, Inc. magazine ranked Firstronic 
No. 1685 on its 34th annual Inc. 5000, an 
exclusive ranking of the nation's fastest-
growing private companies. The list repre-
sents the most comprehensive look at the 
most important segment of the economy—
America’s independent entrepreneurs. Com-
panies such as Yelp, Pandora, Timberland, 
Dell, Domino’s Pizza, LinkedIn, Zillow, and 
many other well-known names gained early 
exposure as members of the Inc. 5000. 

“I’m exceptionally pleased with the continu-

ing recognition our business growth has 

been receiving. In the EMS world there are 

few companies growing this quickly organi-

cally. Doing it through new business growth 

rather than by acquisition can be challeng-

ing to the team members that make it hap-

pen. Our team has performed flawlessly and 

(Continued on page 2) 

“We were really pleased by the support given 
this worthy charity. I’d like to thank all of 
those who worked hard to make it a success. 
We plan to do it again next year,” said Wally 
Johnson, VP Supply Chain and IT. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Firstronic Ranked 1685 in the Inc. 5000 

(L-R) Wally Johnson and John Sammut present the check for $10,000 to Christy Wheaton 

(center) from the Children’s Tumor Foundation.  



they are the main reason we’ve been so successful,” said John 

Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO and President. 

The 2015 Inc. 5000, unveiled online at Inc.com and with the 

top 500 companies featured in the September issue of Inc. is 

the most competitive crop in the list’s history. The average 

company on the list achieved a mind-boggling three-year 

growth of 490%. The Inc. 5000’s aggregate revenue is $205 

billion, generating 647,000 jobs over the past three years. 

Complete results of the Inc. 5000, including company profiles 

and an interactive database that can be sorted by industry, 

region, and other criteria, can be found at www.inc.com/

inc5000.  

"The story of this year’s Inc. 5000 is the story of great leader-

ship. In an incredibly competitive business landscape, it takes 

something extraordinary to take your company to the top,” 

says Inc. President and Editor-In-Chief Eric Schurenberg. “You 

have to remember that the average company on the Inc. 5000 

grew nearly six-fold since 2012. Business owners don’t achieve 

that kind of success by accident." 

The annual Inc. 5000 event honoring all the companies on the 

list will be held from October 21 through 23, 2015 in Orlando. 

Speakers include some of the greatest entrepreneurs of this 

and past generations, such as Marcus Lemonis, host of the 

CNBC show “The Profit,” Robert Herjavec, one of the main 

"sharks" on ABC-TV’s “Shark Tank,” KIND Founder and CEO 

Daniel Lubetzky, and Co-Founder of Goodshop.com JJ Ram-

berg. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wally Johnson, Firstronic’s VP Supply Chain and IT, presented 

a paper in the EMS Session: Taking the Cost Out of EMS: 

Getting the Best Return for Lean Initatives at SMTA Interna-

tional in Chicago on Sept. 29th. His paper, “Applying Lean 

Philosophies to Supply Chain Management in EMS,” highlight-

ed the path Firstronic had taken to develop a Lean culture 

internally while optimizing forecasting and customer base, to 

become a “value” customer to its supply chain.  

Inc. 5000  
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Johnson Presents Paper at SMTAI 

New Shifter Program Win 

Highlights Firstronic’s Global 

Reach and Systems Expertise 

Firstronic was recently awarded a new electronic shifter/

PRNDM program for a very high volume global original equip-

ment manufacturer (OEM) platform which will be produced 

simultaneously in Firstronic’s facilities in Juarez, Mexico and 

Shenzhen, China.   

This represents the second of several global programs that 

Firstronic is launching in multiple regions simultaneously, 

utilizing one combined Customer Focus Team (CFT) to man-

age the program.   

“Through this program, we have demonstrated on multiple 

occasions the importance of such global programs being man-

aged by the same CFT in order to increase speed to market, 

reduce tooling costs, coordinate the material pipelines and 

ensure responsiveness to customer requests.  We have re-

peatedly seen examples of how this CFT has successfully navi-

gated situations that could have resulted in major setbacks 

for the timing of the program by leveraging resources in the 

respective region(s) to keep the program on track.  The net 

result is that our Tier-1 customer and the OEM are able to 

achieve their objectives on time, at competitive cost,” said 

John Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO and President. 

Firstronic’s use of the CFT model for global projects highlights 

a key point of differentiation. While the Company is still rela-

tively small from an EMS industry perspective, the caliber of 

investments, people and processes deployed is targeted on a 

much larger goal. 

“We have an experienced management team with several 

members who were part of taking one EMS company from 

$30 million to $300 million. We are building a scalable model 

that easily accommodates global production ramps and chal-

lenging technologies. We understand the issues that come 

with doing business on a larger scale because we’ve got a 

team that has done that, in some cases several times over,” 

Sammut added. 



Left: Functional testing operations in support of the new pro-

ject. Below: The second vapor phase soldering system is in-

stalled and running. 
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Juarez Facility Adds Second Vapor Phase in Support of Large Program Ramp 

“Vapor phase soldering technology represents a robust solution 

to a number of challenges convection reflow doesn’t address as 

well. The vapor blanket immersion process ensures perfect 

wetting and void-free, high quality solder joints, which makes it 

ideal for densely packed printed circuit board assemblies 

(PCBAs),” said Steve Fraser, Firstronic’s Vice President of Opera-

tions. 

The facility achieved yields of over 99 percent in the first three 

days of production ramp-up, thanks to the quality and repeata-

bility of the vapor phase soldering system. Volumes have 

ramped smoothly to approximately 30,000 per month.  

“We are seeing business growth in Juarez both in terms of reve-

nue and diversity of the projects we build. Our Lean manufactur-

ing philosophy, combined with the investments we’ve made in 

equipment capable of supporting leading edge technology chal-

lenges enables us to perform flawlessly from both a quality per-

spective and in terms of on-time deliveries,” Fraser added. 
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In June, Firstronic held a blood drive in conjunction with 

Michigan Blood for a family friend of Quality Supervisor 

Christine Foley. Schuyler had been diagnosed Stage 3 T-Cell 

Non-Hogkins Lymphoma and Schuyler’s need for blood 

transfusions as part of his treatment, highlighted just how 

important it was to have blood supplies for those who need 

them. 

Firstronic’s second blood drive was held Aug. 25-26. The two

-day schedule was designed to allow employees from more 

shifts to donate. There were 48 people attempting to do-

nate, including 7 first time donors. This resulted in a total of 

Firstronic Team Runs at CTF Addison Oaks Event 

36 pints of blood collected. This blood has the potential to 

save 108 lives in local community. 

“The vast majority of those donating were first or second 

time donors. Highlighting Schuyler’s need for blood transfu-

sions has helped our employees better understand where 

their donations go and just how important it is to be part of 

ensuring that adequate blood supplies are available,” Chris-

tine said. 

Firstronic was honored at the Addison Oaks event for the 

Children’s Tumor Foundation (CTF) as one of CTF’s main 

fundraisers in the region. The event included 5K and 10K 

timed runs, a children’s “Hero Dash,” and a fun 2.5 mile walk 

with a superhero theme that included visits from Captain 

America and other superheroes. This was a very special 

event for the neurofibromatosis community because it was 

designed to honor their heroes, celebrate their achieve-

ments and share hope for a better tomorrow. 

Four runners from Firstronic participated in the 5K event: 

Ashlee Sanchez, Natasha Homrich, Rachel Fix and Brandon 

Lucas.   

Firstronic Holds Second Blood Drive in Honor of Team Schuyler 
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Golf Outing 

    

(Continued from page 1) 

A few photos from the 

event. 

Neurofibromatosis 1 (NF1): also known as von Recklinghausen 

NF or Peripheral NF. Occurring in 1:3,000 births, web character-

ized by multiple cafe-au-lait spots and neurofibromas on or un-

der the skin. Enlargement and deformation of bones and curva-

ture of the spine (scoliosis) may also occur. Occasionally, tumors 

may develop in the brain, on cranial nerves, or on the spinal 

cord. About 50 percent of people with NF also have learning 

disabilities.  

Neurofibromatosis 2 (NF2): also known as Bilateral Acoustic NF 

(BAN), is much rarer occurring in 1:25,000 births. NF2 is charac-

terized by multiple tumors on the cranial and spinal 

nerves, and by other lesions of the brain and spinal cord. 

Tumors affecting both of the auditory nerves are the 

hallmark. Hearing loss beginning in the teens or early 

twenties is generally the first symptom. 

Schwannomatosis: a rare form of NF that has only re-

cently been recognized and appears to affect around 

1:40,000 individuals. It is less well understood than NF1 

and NF2, and features may vary greatly between pa-

tients. 

More About Neurofibromatosis 


