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Firstronic ‘s employees  selected the Chil-
dren’s Tumor Foundation (ww.ctf.org) as the 
Company’s focus charity for 2015.  The Chil-
dren's Tumor Foundation is dedicated to 
improving the health and well-being of indi-
viduals and families affected by neurofibro-
matosis (NF), the term for three distinct dis-

Firstronic’s Michigan 50 Companies to Watch 
award was presented at the eleventh annual 
Michigan Celebrates Small Business event on 
May 7, 2015, at the Lansing Center.  

“This award really recognizes the efforts of 
our team in supporting our rapid growth 
plan. We serve a demanding customer base 
with flawless quality expectations. Tripling in 
size over the last three years has required 
extreme focus and dedication from every 
member of our team. And now, our region is 
recognizing that. It is really an honor to work 
with people who are this committed to 

meeting our ‘stretch’ goals. I’m also very 
appreciative of the confidence customers 
have placed in a company that promised 
and now has delivered scalable support,” 
said John Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO and 
President. 

The Michigan 50 Companies to Watch 
Award, sponsored by Michigan Celebrates 
Small Business, honors growth-oriented 

(Continued on page 2) 

orders: NF1, NF2 and schwannomatosis.   

Firstronic will be sponsoring a charity Golf 
Scramble and Dinner with all benefits going 
to the Children’s Tumor Foundation 
(www.ctf.org) on Monday, July 20th at Tim-
ber Ridge golf course in East Lansing. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Firstronic Team Accepts 2015 Michigan 50 Companies 

to Watch Award 

Members of Firstronic’s management team pose for a photo at the Awards Banquet. 



Michigan 50 Companies to Watch  

businesses based on market expansion, job creation, technological innovation, 
and community impact.   

In addition to press coverage of the award throughout Michigan’s business 
press, Michael Rogers, Vice President Communications for the Small Business 
Association of Michigan did an audio interview with John Sammut which can be 
accessed here: http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/profile-of-
firstronic-a-member-of-the-michigan-50-companies-to-watch .  

(Continued from page 1) 

 Orland Baas 

P A G E  2  

Firstronic Helps Set Guinness World Record 

Orland Baas              

Named Controller 
Orland Baas has joined Firstronic as Control-

ler. Previously, was Corporate Controller for 

Oliver Products. He was earlier associated 

with Commercial Tool Group as CFO. He has 

also served in executive finance positions at 

Magna Donnelly Exterior Mirrors North 

America, Swoboda, Inc. and Autodie Inter-

national, Inc. 

“Orland brings over 20 years of experience 

in finance and accounting in automotive 

manufacturing settings.  His diverse back-

ground includes setting up strong financial 

control systems, working with Operations 

teams to improve production related finan-

cial metrics, supporting MRP/ERP system 

implementation and negotiating with cus-

tomers on accounts receivable. In short, his 

well-rounded skills set makes him a huge 

asset in Firstronic’s lean management struc-

ture,” said John Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO 

and President. 

Orland received his Master of Business Ad-

ministration in Finance and his Bachelor of 

Business Administration degrees from West-

ern Michigan University.  

Firstronic’s recycling program reached a new milestone this April. It became part 

of a world record setting effort made by its recycling partner Advanced Technol-

ogy Recycling. 

According to Guinness World Records, the most consumer electronics recycled 

in one week from multiple sites was 535,439.48 kg (1,180,442 lbs.) achieved by 

Advanced Technology Recycling (USA) at six locations in the USA, between 18 

and 25 April, 2015.  

“We started our recycling program because it was environmentally responsible 

and it actually saves us money. Longer term, our community benefits because 

we are helping conserve landfill space. Being part of this world record setting 

effort helps draw attention to benefits of recycling and is one more way our 

team’s efforts are being recognized,” said John Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO and 

President. 

http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/profile-of-firstronic-a-member-of-the-michigan-50-companies-to-watch
http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com/blog/profile-of-firstronic-a-member-of-the-michigan-50-companies-to-watch


Top and left: Functional 

testing operations. Be-

low: PCBAs prior to va-

por phase reflow solder-

ing system and the SMT 

area. 
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Juarez Facility Marks One Year Anniversary 
Firstronic’s facility in Juarez, Mexico is now one year old. Since 

its inception, the Mexico operations team has been hitting the 

ground running. The 70,000 sq. ft. greenfield facility set records 

last year, ramping in about eight weeks. The facility is currently 

operating three SMT lines and in the process of adding a fourth. 

It also offers a wide range of capabilities to support subsystems 

such as potting, conformal coating and integrated IC program-

ming and test packout stations. It is ISO 16949 registered.  

Firstronic’s growth in both Grand Rapids and Juarez, has been 

primarily fueled by proliferation of electronic content in vehicles. 

Conveniences such as heated/cooled seats, lumbar support sys-

tems, seat actuators, electronic shifters, electronic overhead 

consoles with LED lighting and instrumentation controls are mi-

grating from higher end vehicles across entire car lines. And, 

Firstronic’s Juarez facility is optimally positioned to support the 

growing automotive manufacturing industry in Mexico.  

An additional point of competitiveness for Firstronic’s Juarez 

operations, is that while Mexico offers a low cost manufacturing 

option, this facility focuses on optimizing operations to support 

lowest total cost.  

“Our customers expect flawless quality and rapid response to 

any schedule changes. Our Plex Online ERP software gives them 

the same 24/7 visibility into production status that they would 

have with our Michigan operations and we’ve introduced tech-

nologies such as vapor phase reflow soldering that enhance both 

repeatability and throughput. Our customers get both the cost 

advantage of building in Mexico, often to support their own 

Mexican facilities, and the ‘efficiency’ advantage of Firstronic’s 

holistic approach to Lean manufacturing, said Steve Fraser, 

Firstronic’s Vice President of Operations. 

“The Lean model we’ve transitioned to in Grand Rapids and im-

plemented from day one in Juarez, helps ensure product is 

where customers want it when they want it. That is really the 

core of our growth formula. Satisfied customers award more 

business. That is creating jobs in all our facilities. We are proud 

to be a part of both Grand Rapids’ and Juarez’s manufacturing 

revitalization,” said John Sammut, Firstronic’s CEO and Presi-

dent. 
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When the son of a family friend of Firstronic’s 

Quality Supervisor Christine Foley was diagnosed 

with Stage 3 T-Cell Non-Hogkins Lymphoma she 

wanted to find a way to show support. Schuyler’s 

family had insurance and he was able to get the 

blood transfusions he needed. But both Christine 

and Schuyler’s mom recognized that this could be 

a good teaching moment. What about people who 

weren’t as lucky? Firstronic’s first blood drive was 

organized. 

On June 8, Michigan Blood brought their bloodmo-

bile to Firstronic’s parking lot and 53 people regis-

tered to give. That resulted in 44 pints. The donors 

included 34 people who were participating in a 

blood drive for the first time. Firstronic and Team 

Schuyler was not only providing moral support for 

Schuyler’s fight; they also helped 132 local pa-

tients with the donated blood. 

“Hospitals and blood banks depend on community 

generosity to maintain adequate supplies of 

blood. Schuyler’s condition and the 7 transfusions 

he has needed so far helped illustrate the im-

portance of having an adequate blood supply. It 

helped employees understand better about the 

difference a single donation can make by con-

necting them to someone who needed blood 

transfusions. Schuyler even mentioned that before 

visiting the drive, he hadn’t realized the efforts 

that went into obtaining the blood for transfu-

sions,” Christine said. 

Firstronic will have a second blood drive Aug. 25-

26. The two-day schedule will allow employees 

from more shifts to donate and add the space for 

at least 25 more donors. Armed with the under-

standing of just how much of a difference each 

donation makes for someone who needs blood, 

Firstronic and Team Schuyler is paying it forward 

in a big way. 

Right: Photos from the drive. Center right: Schuyler 

and his Mom at the drive. 

Firstronic Holds a Blood Drive in Honor of Team Schuyler 
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Golf Outing 

A large number of  Firstron-
ic suppliers are supporting 
the event as sponsors. 
These include:  

Hole-in-One Sponsor 

Future Electronics 

Eagle Sponsors 

Arrow 

Circuitronix 

Diodes, Inc. 

Horizon Sales 

Tecma 

Trilogy, Inc. 

Unistar 

(Continued from page 1) 

Neurofibromatosis 1 (NF1): also known as von Recklinghausen 

NF or Peripheral NF. Occurring in 1:3,000 births, web character-

ized by multiple cafe-au-lait spots and neurofibromas on or un-

der the skin. Enlargement and deformation of bones and curva-

ture of the spine (scoliosis) may also occur. Occasionally, tumors 

may develop in the brain, on cranial nerves, or on the spinal 

cord. About 50 percent of people with NF also have learning 

disabilities.  

Neurofibromatosis 2 (NF2): also known as Bilateral Acoustic NF 

(BAN), is much rarer occurring in 1:25,000 births. NF2 is charac-

terized by multiple tumors on the cranial and spinal 

nerves, and by other lesions of the brain and spinal cord. 

Tumors affecting both of the auditory nerves are the 

hallmark. Hearing loss beginning in the teens or early 

twenties is generally the first symptom. 

Schwannomatosis: a rare form of NF that has only re-

cently been recognized and appears to affect around 

1:40,000 individuals. It is less well understood than NF1 

and NF2, and features may vary greatly between pa-

tients. 

Activity Sponsors 

ST Microelectronics 

Birdie Sponsors 

Avnet Electronics Mar-
keting 

Bank of America 

C&S Engineering 

Conductive Containers, 
Inc. 

Dolinka, Vannoord and 
Company 

Excel Electronics, Inc. 

JST Corporation 

Kemet 

More About Neurofibromatosis 

Link Technical Resources 

Melexis 

Microchip 

Millennium 

Murray A Percival Company 

North Coast Components 

RBB Systems 

The W.E.W., Co. Inc. 

TTI, Inc. 

Victory Sales 

Dorner Works, DWH, Ells-
worth Adhesive, EMSI, 
Kemtron and Ro Whitesell 
also made donations to the 
event. 


