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FIRSTRONIC WINS FROST & SULLIVAN SUPPLY CHAIN LEADERSHIP AWARD 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI -- For the second year in a row, Firstronic, (www.firstronic.com), has been 
recognized by Frost & Sullivan Manufacturing Leadership (ML) Council. This year, Firstronic won the 
Supply Chain Leadership Award in recognition of its Lean Supply Chain Project. Other companies winning 
awards in this category include General Electric, Hostess Brands, IBM, Lexmark International, Siemens 
Healthineers and USG Mexico. 

“We are honored to be an award winner two years in a row. While last year’s award was for Operational 
Excellence Leadership and this year’s award is for Supply Chain Leadership, the common thread in both 
these awards is our holistic approach to Lean and our team’s ability to apply Lean principles in ways that 
achieve industry-leading results. I am incredibly proud of our team,” said John Sammut, Firstronic’s 
President and CEO. 

ML Awards winners and their partners were honored on June 14, 2017, at a gala celebration that 
concluded the 13th annual Manufacturing Leadership Summit in Huntington Beach, Calif.  

Now in its 13th year, the ML Awards program honors organizations and individuals that are shaping the 
future of global manufacturing. Nominations are entered into 13 categories and evaluated and scored 
by a panel of expert judges. Twelve of the ML Awards categories are for outstanding projects by a 
manufacturing company. One category recognizes the achievements of individual manufacturing 
leaders. 

The 91 projects and individuals on the list of ML Awards winners represent small and large enterprises in 
a wide range of manufacturing markets. They all leverage best-in-class processes, technologies and 
engaged teams to distinguish themselves from the competition. Among the winners were Merck & Co., 
Inc. for Big Data and Analytics Leadership, Lexmark International, Inc., for IoT in Manufacturing 
Leadership, and Johnson & Johnson for Operational Excellence Leadership.   

“Winners of the 2017 ML Awards have proven vision and innovation are alive and well in the 
manufacturing industry,” said Global Vice President and Editorial Director and co-founder of the 
Manufacturing Leadership Council David R. Brousell. “By embracing the technology-driven 
transformation that we call Manufacturing 4.0, innovating new business models, and leveraging 
engaged workforces, these leaders are laying the groundwork for a new era of greater productivity in 
manufacturing.” 

About Firstronic LLC 

Firstronic LLC (www.firstronic.com) provides advanced electronics manufacturing services and optimized 
supply chain solutions for companies in a wide range of industries including automotive, industrial and 
medical device. Headquartered in Grand Rapids, MI, Firstronic has a 35,000 square foot facility, state-of-
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the-art equipment and a seasoned management team with an average tenure of 20 years and a 70,000 
square foot facility in Juarez, Mexico. It also supports companies needing access to global manufacturing 
locations via operations in China, India and the Czech Republic. 
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