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Firstronic was recognized by the Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 

as the Most Strategically Focused of the 600 

alumni making the Michigan 50 Companies 

to Watch list over the last 12 years. MEDC 

presented the award at its Michigan Cele-

brates Small Business Awards Banquet on 

May 4 at Lansing Center. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Firstronic Forms Strategic Alliance with The Lacroix Group 
manufacturing services (EMS) partner who 

could support their customers’ North Ameri-

can manufacturing needs. Firstronic’s award

-winning quality and service track record 

caught their attention. Given that we also 

have customers who have European manu-

facturing requirements, we see this as the 

beginning of a strong Strategic Alliance that 

(Continued on page 2) 

Firstronic’s team celebrates winning the Most Strategically Focused award at MEDC’s Michigan 

Celebrates Small Business Awards Banquet. 

Firstronic has formed a Strategic Alliance 

with the Lacroix Group that will support cus-

tomers of the Group’s Lacroix Electronics 

business unit with North American manufac-

turing requirements. As part of that transac-

tion, the Lacroix Group acquired a minority 

interest in Firstronic. The Strategic Alliance 

will be known as Lacroix North America, Inc. 

“Lacroix Electronics has a strong European 

footprint and was looking for an electronics 



Lacroix Strategic Alliance 

will benefit both our customer bases long term,” said John 

Sammut, Firstronic’s President and CEO. 

“The collaboration with Firstronic is based on shared values, 

comparable processes, and very similar customers. Firstronic’s 

CEO previously managed an EMS firm of similar size to Lacroix 

Electronics. He is a graduate of INSEAD and knows Europe very 

well,” adds Vincent Bedouin, Chairman of the Lacroix Group. 

The Strategic Alliance significantly expands Firstronic’s footprint 

adding facilities in France, Germany and Poland. It also adds 

facility in Tunisia. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Firstronic Accepts IW 

Best Plant Award 

Manufacturing excellence took center stage at the Industry-

Week Manufacturing & Technology Conference & Expo. 

Firstronic accepted its IndustryWeek Best Plant award at a 

ceremony on May 9th in Cleveland at the conference. 

IW touts the six winning manufacturing plants as repre-

senting the leading edge of efforts to increase competitive-

ness, enhance customer satisfaction, and create stimulating 

and rewarding work environments who once again demon-

strate that manufacturing excellence is alive and well across 

North America. 

Kurt Rich Named Business Development Manager 
Kurt Rich has joined Firstronic as Business Development Manager. Previously, he served as a 

Business Development Manager at Fabrinet. 

“Kurt has over two decades of EMS sales experience, predominately in multinational EMS com-

panies. He was a business development manager at EPIC Technologies and was instrumental in 

developing key accounts in the medical and industrial sectors, which are key target sectors for 

Firstronic, as well. His combination of extensive industry relationships and ability to construct a 

compelling technical solution as part of the quoting process makes him a key addition to our 

team,” said John Sammut, President and CEO. 

Kurt was earlier associated with Sanmina, Milwaukee Electronics, EPIC Technologies, Coraza 

Systems Elamex and IEC Electronics in a variety of sales and sales management positions.  

He received his B.A. degree from Thiel College and has pursued studies toward an Executive 

M.B.A. degree at the University of Buffalo.  

(L-R) Xavier Guillard, Lacroix M&A Advisor; Stephane Klajzyngier, 

Managing Director, Lacroix Electronics; John Sammut, President & 

CEO, Firstronic; Franck Legrand, General Counsel Lacroix Group; Pe-

ter Barclae, Chairman, Firstronic; Derek Adolf, Corporate Counsel, 

Firstronic; and Nicolas Bedouin, CFO, Lacroix Group at the transac-

tion closing in Montreal, Canada. 

Sandy Kolp, Director of Program Management & Grand Rapids Plant 

Manager accepts the IW Best Plant Award. 

Kurt Rich 



P A G E  3  

Firstronic is PACE Awards Finalist 
Firstronic was named a Finalist for the 2017 Premier Auto-

motive Suppliers' Contribution to Excellence (PACE) award, 

sponsored by EY, Automotive News and the Original Equip-

ment Suppliers Association. As a finalist, Firstronic hosted a 

team of independent PACE judges, who evaluated its Circuit 

Board Double-Sided Soldering with Single Pass Process for 

originality and market impact.  

“The PACE awards are regarded as the Oscars of the auto-

motive components industry. Having our innovative process 

singled out as a finalist was a significant accomplishment in 

and of itself. The real winners are our customers using this 

process, since the projects we have implemented it on have 

improved their PPMs by two orders of magnitude,” said John 

Sammut, President and CEO.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Firstronic Wins Second Place in IISE’s Lean Best Practice Awards 
Firstronic took second place in the Institute of 

Industrial & Systems Engineers (IISE)’s Lean 

Best Practice Award 2017. Firstronic’s team 

presented a case study on the Circuit Board 

Double-Sided Soldering with Single Pass Pro-

cess it has developed that eliminates the need 

for a secondary wave or selective soldering 

process on assemblies with through-hole com-

ponents. The other finalists were IBM Corpo-

ration, Wilsonart International Inc. and Indi-

ana University Health North Hospital. 

“We were the only electronics manufacturer selected as a 

finalist and we are pleased to have won an award in a com-

Firstronic supported the Read n’ Give 2017 book sorting event 

in April. Firstronic staff Tina Porcelli, Ricky Smith, Amber Agui-

lar, Bobbie Jo Johnson and Matt Littell participated in the 

event. 

Overall, volunteers sorted, stickered, and packaged 3,342 

books that were delivered to organizations and after school 

programs that serve children throughout Kent County, Michi-

gan with literacy efforts. The book recipients this year include 

Schools of Hope, Department of Health and Human Services, 

Campfire West Michigan 4C, West Michigan Refugee Center, 

and DA Blodgett.   

petition with significantly larger organiza-

tions. Our innovative process has improved 

quality and throughput on the projects in 

which it has been implemented, while low-

ering cost. We see this as a process that will 

be a game changer for many of our custom-

ers over time,” said John Sammut, President 

and CEO. 

As part of the competition, the four finalist 

teams were required to attend the IISE an-

nual conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

and present their case before the committee. The awards were 

presented at the conference’s awards banquet.  

Firstronic’s team at the prestigious PACE awards. 

Firstronic’s team at the book sorting event. 

Volunteers Support Read n’ Give  

2017 Program 
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Firstronic Expands Children’s Tumor Foundation Fundraising Efforts 

Firstronic has expanded its fundraising 

efforts for the Children’s Tumor Foundation 

this year with the launch of a crowd funding 

Team page on the CTF site accessible here. 

To date, this effort has raised $8,350. 

“A decade ago, I lost my son, Chase, to an 

inoperable brain tumor. Like many parents 

who have lost a child I feel it is important to 

help others in similar situations. Three years 

ago, Firstronic started a fundraising effort 

for The Children's Tumor Foundation by 

sponsoring a Golf Scramble and Dinner. This 

year we wanted to expand that effort by broadening our 

solicitation to industry at large. The response in the first 

few weeks has been wonderful,” said John Sammut, 

President and CEO. 

Sign-up is still open for the for Firstronic’s Third 

Annual Charity Golf Scramble and Dinner which 

also benefits CTF. The event will be held on Mon-

day, July 17th, at the Timber Ridge Golf Course 

with check-in at 11 a.m. and a shotgun start at 

12:30 p.m. 

CTF is a foundation dedicated to improving the 

health and well-being of individuals and families 

affected by neurofibromatosis (NF), the term for 

three distinct disorders: NF1, NF2 and schwanno-

matosis.  

For more information on event activities, pricing, sponsor-

ship and volunteer activities, visit: our website.  

Chase Sammut 

Most Strategically Focused Award 

“The Michigan 50 Companies to Watch list comprises 

our state’s best of the best in up and coming busi-

nesses. It is a huge honor to be recognized as Most 

Strategically Focused in that competitive universe,” 

said John Sammut, Firstronic’s President and CEO.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Firstronic’s team attended the April 3 award banquet at the 

Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher Music Center in Detroit, kick-

ing off SAE World Congress week. The program, now in its 

23rd year, honors suppliers' innovations in products, infor-

mation technology, and manufacturing process and capital 

equipment.  

(Continued from page 3) 

PACE Award 

https://join.ctf.org/team/119038
http://www.firstronic.com/pdf/2017-Firstronic-CTF-Charity-Outing-Sponsorship-Information.pdf

